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Eagle’s Nest School 

Grades 8-12 

 

 



 

Work Expectations 

Students are expected to attend academics daily, Monday thru Thursday 9:00am-2:30pm. 

An attempt is made for dental and doctor appointments to be made outside of school 

hours. During school hours, it is expected that each student will be engaged in classroom 

instruction, online academic instruction, independent project work, or online college 

courses. If down time occurs between class instruction, the student is expected to read or 

otherwise engaged in an activity related to academics.  

 

Students are expected to earn at least a 70% on each assignment or he must re- do the 

assignment to attain the minimum score. Students are also expected to turn in all 

assignments on time and, if lateness occurs, he must arrange an appropriate time line with 

the teacher.  

 

Grading Criteria 

100%-93%: A 

93%-90%: A- 

89%-87%: B+ 

86%-84%: B 

83%-80%: B- 

79%-77%: C+ 

76%-74%: C 

73%-70%: C- 

69% and below: Re-do the assignment 

GPA Formula 

A: 4.0; A-: 3.7; B+: 3.5; B: 3.0; B-: 2.7; C+: 2.5 

C: 2.0; C-: 1.7; D+: 1.5; D: 1.0; D- or F: 0 

Note: Ds and Fs are only earned after all assistance and resources have been exhausted 

 

Grading Rubrics 

Essays, short writing assignments, and projects are graded using a rubric. See attached. 

 

Accreditation 

Eagle’s Nest School is fully accredited through North Central Association of Colleges 

and Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 



Standardized Testing 

We proctor the Tests of Educational Development in the spring to students in grades 7-

11. If a new student is exhibiting low academic skills, he will be tested through 

Woodcock-Johnson Academic Achievement.  

 

Sources 

NovelStars is a fully accredited online curriculum through www.edoptions.com . 

Most of our textbooks are through Glencoe publishers. 

 

8
th

 Grade Requirements 

8th Grade Math, Integrated Science, 8
th

 Grade Language Arts, 8
th

 Grade Social Studies, 

and three electives 

 

9
th

 Grade Requirements 

Algebra I, Earth Science, World History, 9
th

 Grade Language Arts, and three electives 

 

10
th

 Grade Requirements 

Geometry, Biology, US History, 10
th

 Grade Language Arts, and three electives 

 

11
th

 Grade Requirements 

Algebra II, Physical Science, Economics, 11
th

 Grade Language Arts, and three electives 

 

12
th

 Grade Requirements 

Chemistry, 12
th

 Grade Language Arts, and two electives 

 

Community Service Requirements 

Students must complete at least 15 hours of community service. We collaborate with 

Habitat for Humanity, the Community Center in Cripple Creek, and clean up trash at 

Scagway Reservoir  

 

Graduation Requirements 

22 Credits required for graduation 

Four credits in Language Arts-American Literature, World Literature, or Language Arts 

9-12 

 

Three Credits in Math-Geometry, Algebra I, Algebra II, Consumer Math 

 

Four Credits in Science-Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, Physical Science, Integrated 

Science 

 

Three Credits in Social Studies-Geography, World History, American History, American 

Government 

 

Eight Credits in Electives-Physical Education, Art, Photography, Foreign Language, 

Native American Studies, Spiritual Awareness, World Religions, Adult Transition, 

Driver’s Training, Health, Economics, Music, Speech, Drama 

http://www.edoptions.com/


 

Expectations of students who have completed their high school requirements 

Students must be engaged in academics unless they have otherwise arranged an 

alternative with the Director of Academics or the Director of Eagle’s Nest School. For 

students who complete their high school diploma through Eagle’s Nest or prior to Eagle’s 

Nest may enroll in online college courses. The Academic Director will assist the student 

in choosing the online courses, enrolling in college, and registering for the courses. 

Parents or guardians are responsible for the college tuition and textbook costs.  

 

What happens when students transition back to public school or another private school? 

When a student is preparing to graduate from Eagle’s Nest program and is planning to 

attend public school to complete his education, the Academic Director will communicate 

with the new school, parents, and student in choosing the best courses to ensure the 

student remains successful. The Academic Director will handle any paperwork the school 

requires to make the transition smooth.  

 

Report Cards 

Report cards are issued at the end of each grading period. The school calendar displays 

each grading period and school holidays. Total earned credits that are earned at Eagle’s 

Nest will be calculated on the report card. The student’s GPA using the formula will also 

be calculated on the report card.  

 

Progress Reports 

Progress reports are emailed out approximately every two weeks with grades and 

behavior information.  

 

Class Descriptions 

Note: not all classes are offered at the same time 

Algebra I: Students will solve and factor equations using variables and be introduced to 

Geometry methods.  

Algebra II: Students will continue to work with functions, more complex equations, and 

graphing. 

Geometry: Students will be introduced to shapes and solving them as well as 

trigonometry functions. 

Consumer Math: Students are introduced to taxes, insurance, payroll, and other areas of 

finance. This course prepares students for adult financial living. 

Biology: Biology is the science of living matter. Students will seek to discuss and to 

organize facts and principles about living things, both plant and animal. Students will 

study organisms, how they are made, how they work, and how they relate to one another. 

Chemistry: In this introductory chemistry course, students will study many principles 

that help explain the world. Topics for the first semester include measurement, energy 

and matter, atomic structure, chemical formulas and bonding, chemical reactions, the 

mole, chemical equations, heat in chemical reactions, electron configurations, the 

periodic table, and groups of elements. The lessons point out many real-life applications 

and examples of these concepts. In addition, the study of chemistry will be reinforced 

through a number of laboratory activities.  



Earth Science: Earth Science is the study of the formation of natural features in relation 

to plate tectonics, erosion, weathering, climates, contour lines (mapping), volcanic 

activity. 
Physical Science: Physical Science is the study of  

Integrated Science: Integrated Science is the study of the combined sciences. Biology, 

Physical Science, Earth Science, and Physics are part of Integrated Science. This course 

can be taken for two years worth of credit or one semester worth of credit. 

Geography: Geography is the study of different countries of the world, their languages, 

religions, political systems, and economies, as well as landforms such as mountain ranges 

and major rivers. The world around us is constantly changing. 

World History:  Students will learn basic facts and interpretations of world history, 

recognize that all people are related and share our world, and that many cultures have 

made contributions to civilization. Students will also become acquainted with the great 

men and women of history and arouse your interest in current world events. 

American History: Students will understand the story American History is trying to tell 

by examining different historical perspectives and distinguishing primary and secondary 

sources. 

American Government: Students will learn about the structure, powers, and 

responsibilities of federal, State, and local government in the United States. They will 

also explore the major areas of government policy, and learn about the rights and 

responsibilities that define the relationship between Americans and their government. 

Language Arts: Students will be engaged in a variety of novels, research, drama, and 

nonfiction writing as well as be required to write essays, papers, short stories, plays, and 

letters. 

Physical Education: Students will log a given number of hours of exercise, log a given 

number of days of their eating pattern, and write three papers. One paper on the effects of 

sugar, one paper on the contradicting information on fats, and one paper on the 

propaganda of junk food advertising.  

Art: Students will be engaged in artistic activities, learn about art, and participate in  

Photography: Students are required to provide their own digital camera. They are 

encouraged to hike around the campus (80 acres) to take a variety of pictures. They are 

graded on quality of pictures and they are to write a short essay on each picture.  

Foreign Language: Eagle’s Nest does not offer a foreign language. 

Native American Studies: Students will learn the data about certain aspects of several 

cultural groups is presented to give you a sense of the great deal of diversity that exists 

between American Indian tribes, past and present. The information on the various tribal 

cultures is drawn from the fields of Native American studies, anthropology, and 

sociology, and the information was synthesized from many sources. While the course is 

mostly an etic perspective, it does its best to offer an emic view, too. 

Healing Awareness: Students are engaged in meditations, discussion around healing, 

energy, and thought patterns. 

World Religions: Students will be engaged in discussion format and reading materials 

that convey different religions around the world, how those religions began, and the 

effects of those religions today.  

Driver’s Training: Students will attend a Driver’s Training course off school grounds. 

This class requires an additional fee from the parents/guardians.  



Health: Students will learn about everything related to health ranging from how the 

nervous system functions, stress, behavior, and the effects of drugs and alcohol. 

Economics: Students will learn about how the area of economics and how it effects our 

country’s economic system. 

Music: Students are encouraged to bring their personal instruments to the school. 

However, we currently do not offer academic credit in music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar 

School Calendar 2008-2009: 

 
Grading Periods 

1st grading period: July 2nd-September 18th (early release) 

2nd grading period: September 22nd-December 18th (early release) 
3rd grading period: November 5th-January 10th (early release) 

4th grading period: December 22nd--March 19th (early release) 

5th grading period: March 25th –June 18th (early release) 
 

 

School Holidays—No School 
June 30-July 1st-no school-teacher  workday 

November 17th-20nd-Thanksgiving 

December 24th-January 1st-Winter Break (return January 6th) 
January 19th-Martin Luther King Holiday 

March 23th-24th-Spring Break 

May 25th-Memorial Day 
June 22rd-June 25th-Summer Break (2008) 

July 4th-Holiday 

 

No School  EEEnnnddd   ooofff   ttthhheee   gggrrraaadddiiinnnggg   pppeeerrriiioooddd   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 
M   T   W   T   F   S   S 

    2    3    4   5   6   

7     8   9    10  11  12  13  
14  15  16  17  18  19  20  

21 22  23  24  25  26  27  

28  29 30  31 
 

 

 

August 
M    T    W     T      F     S    S 

                               1     2     3       

4     5     6       7      8      9    10     
11   12   13    14    15   16    17     

18   19   20   21    22    23    24     

25   26   27   28    29    300  31 

October 

M   T    W    T    F    S    S 

              1     2     3    4    5     
6    7     8     9     10   11  12   

13  14  15   16    17   18  19   

20   21  22  23   24   25  26   

27   28  29  30   31 

November 

M    T    W    T    F    S    S 

                                 11  2    
3    4    5       6     7     8    9   

10   11  12   13   14   15  16   

17  18  19    20   21   22   23   

24  25  26    27   28   29   30    

September 

M   T   W   T   F    S    S 
 1    2    3    4    5    6     7    

 8    9   10  11  12  13   14    

15  16  17  111 888     20   21    
22  23  24  25  26  27   28    

29  30   

December 

M    T     W     T     F     S     S 
1      2      3      4     5      6     7     

8      9    10    11    12    13    14   

15   16   17    111888         20    21   
22    23   24   25    26    27    28   

29    30   31 

 

January 
M     T     W     T     F     S    S                

                 1     2     3     4     

5       6      7      8      9   10   11   
12   13    14     15   16   17   18   

19   20    21    22   23    24   25   

26   27    28    29   30    31 
 

 

February 
M    T    W    T    F    S    S 

                                   1    

2    3    4      5     6      7    8    
9   10  11   12   13    14   15  

16  17  18   19   20   21   22  

23  24  25   26   27   28    

March 
M    T    W    T    F    S    S 

                                         1    

 2     3     4     5     6    7    8    
 9   10   11   12   13   14   15   

16  17  18    111999        21   22  

23  24  25   26    27   28   29  
30   31 

 

April 
M    T    W    T    F    S     S 

               1     2    3    4     5     

6      7     8    9   10   11  12   
13   14   15  16  17   18   19   

20   21   22   23   24  25   26   

27   28   29   30 

May 
M    T    W    T    F    S     S 

                            1    2     3    

4    5     6    7      8     9    10  
11  12   13   14   151 16   17  

18  19   20   21   22   23   24  

25  26   27   28   29   30   31 

June 
M    T    W    T    F    S     S 

1     2     3      4     5     6    7    

8     9    10    11   12   13   14  
15   16   17    111888     20   21  

22   23   24   25    26  27   28  

   



 

Short Constructed Response (SCR) Writing Rubric 

 

Criteria Advanced (4) Proficient (3) Partially 

Proficient (2) 

Unsatisfactory 

(1) 

Content and 

Organization 

*Response is 

clear, focused, 

and addresses 

the prompt.  

*Writing is 

balanced; the 

main idea 

stands out from 

details. 

*Written in a 

logical and 

organized way. 

*Ideas are 

connected 

*Ideas are 

related to the 

purpose of the 

prompt, but 

may be 

sketchy or 

overly general. 

*Defined, but 

not thoroughly 

developed 

topic. 

*Attempts 

organization 

*Response 

doesn’t maintain 

focus or 

organization 

throughout.  

*Defined, but not 

thoroughly 

developed topic. 

*Response is 

unclear/sketchy… 

Reads like a 

collection of 

thoughts with no 

central idea. 

*Unfocused 

and 

disorganized . 

*Undefined 

topic, idea, or 

storyline, did 

not stay on 

topic. 

*No supporting 

details 

Style and 

Fluency 

*If there are 

any errors in 

usage, spelling, 

or mechanics, 

they do not 

impede 

communication.  

*Experiments 

with words. 

*Writing is 

readable, neat, 

and nearly 

error-free 

 

 

 

 

 

*Uses 

accurate age-

appropriate 

words, but 

may lack 

precision. 

*Uses simple, 

but accurate 

sentence 

structure. 

*Mostly 

readable and 

neat. 

*Some serious 

errors in language 

usage, spelling, 

and mechanics. 

*Choppy or 

repetive. 

*Portions are 

unreadable or 

messy; errors 

may impede 

communication 

*Much of the 

writing is 

unreadable or 

messy. 

*Many 

inaccurate and 

repetitive word 

choices. 

*Errors 

severely 

impede 

communication 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Extended Writing Rubric 

Criteria Advanced Proficient Partially 

Proficient 

Unsatisfactory 

Content and 

Support of 

Idea  

Excellent 

knowledge of 

the subject; 

Details 

effective, 

specific, 

relevant and 

significant; 

ideas well-

elaborated 

Evidence of 

knowledge of 

the subject or 

topic; selected 

details impact 

purpose 

effectively. 

 

Ideas are poorly 

developed with 

little 

elaboration; 

details are 

irrelevant and 

are too general 

to show 

adequate 

knowledge of 

the subject 

No evidence of 

knowledge of 

the subject or 

topic; ideas are 

limited or 

inaccurate or 

writing is off 

topic in relation 

to the 

assignment. 

Organization Introduction of 

topic is clearly 

established; 

coherent body 

of text develops 

and supports 

topic or thesis; 

effective and 

meaningful 

conclusion 

Introduction 

presents topic 

or thesis; body 

of the text 

adequately 

develops the 

topic or thesis; 

purposeful 

conclusion 

Recognizable 

introduction of 

the topic or 

thesis; main 

purpose is not 

supported in the 

text; conclusion 

is weak 

Ineffective or 

missing 

introduction 

and conclusion; 

Writing is 

unfocused, 

illogical, and 

disorganized. 

Word Choice Very rich, 

effective, 

precise and 

vivid language 

used; Writing 

moves reader to 

think and react 

Chosen words 

communicate 

clearly; writing 

uses a variety 

of words 

appropriate to 

the audience 

and purpose. 

Words are 

vague or 

misused and 

confuse the 

reader. 

Vague and 

limited words 

fail to 

communicate 

meaning 

effectively. 

Mechanics, 

Grammar, and 

Sentence 

Structure 

Virtually no 

spelling errors; 

capitalization, 

punctuation, or 

usage errors; 

accurate control 

over sentence 

structure 

Minimal 

spelling, usage, 

capitalization, 

or punctuation 

errors; flow of 

text enhances 

reading. 

Noticeable 

spelling 

capitalization, 

usage, and 

punctuation 

errors; Errors 

affect the 

meaning of the 

text; Sentences 

hard to follow 

Numerous 

errors in 

spelling, 

capitalization, 

punctuation, 

and usage 

errors which 

interfere with 

the 

understanding 

of the text; 

Sentences 

awkward  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


